Very Quick Guide To Advert Manager v3.5
The Advert Manager v3 replaces the previous Advert Manager which was part of the Myriad Suite. This application is designed to automate the process of scheduling Adverts into to you live and automated station output.

The application allows you to add Contacts and then assign Adverts to the Contacts which should be scheduled to be played in specific hours of the week for a set period of time.

The system also includes a range of reports to allow you to confirm when Adverts with your advertiser.

Setting Up From Scratch
When you first run it, the system will automatically create a new Advert Manager v3 database. This will be assigned a default name but you can change that at a later time if you wish.
If you have multiple Advert Databases, you can select the one you want to work with.
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Next select the Myriad Station Database that you want the Advert Manager to push adverts into.
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This uses the standard Myriad Station Database selection window.

Please note that the Advert Manager needs to know where the Myriad Data and Audiowall Locations are. This will be auto-detected if Myriad is also installed on the PC, otherwise you will asked to provide them when the application first loads.
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You can also alter these at a later date using the Settings  Menu> Myriad File Locations option.
You can also change the default Collisions at this stage if you wish. We have added in some generic Collision names but you can change them to be suitable.
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That should be Advert Manager v3.5 ready to go.

Setting Up Using An Old V2 Database

You can also import your old V2 Advert Database.
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Use the File Menu > Import / Upgrade > Import Advert Manager v2 Database option.
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From here you can select the v2 Advert Database that you wish to import. Please note that ‘Clients’ from your v2 database will be imported as Contacts into the P Squared Directory (that is used by Myriad, AutoTrack etc) but you can select the Contact Category you wish to import them into using the drop down list. You may wish to create a new Contact Category (of Clients) before doing this process.  This is done by right clicking on the Categories section on the Contacts/Users tab and selecting New > Category.
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Once you are happy, click on the ‘Import Into Database’ button.
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Once the process is finished, a summary window is displayed.
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Here you can see the old ‘Clients’ have been added to the P Squared Directory in the ‘Clients’ Category and the old Adverts have also been added to the Advert Manager v3 database.
If you open a Contact (double click on it) there is a new Adverts tab which shows you the Adverts associated with the Client.
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Working With Adverts

Now let’s look at the Adverts themselves as there are a few new options compared with the old system.

To open an advert, you can click on the Adverts tab and then run the Show All Adverts report. 
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You can then double click on the Advert you want to work with.

The Advert Window

[image: image12.png]4 Advert: Chart Rundown N ol = &
AdvertNo: 6 Added:  15/12/2009 12:54:39 Modified: 15/12/2009 12:54:39
Catro: [T 00030 _srowse | > I~ use o cart: [ [050000 | _srowse | | ]

AdvertTite: [Chart Rundown

3 Conoct: i Goca o) olg(a
e [

3 ¥ 1 3 3 3 3 2 5 3 PP o S Y e N R R

Plays

Collisions

Date and Time Range:

Fome || e | Baayzet 25 [0

T o | corn





Here is the new Advert window. Much of the basic structure is the same as in the previous version and here we can see a straight import of an old v2 Advert.

The first thing to do is to add a Cart to your Advert. You can either type the Cart number into the box or click on the Browse button to open the Cart Browser and select a Cart. 
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Once selected, you can play the Advert or Edit the Advert using the Play and Edit buttons.
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Please note that there is the a new ‘Tail Cart’ section which allows you to associate a second Cart with this Advert that will be scheduled to play at the end of the Advert break.
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If this option is selected then the Advert will be forced to play at the beginning of the Advert Break and the ‘Tail Cart’ will be forced to play at the end of the Advert break. This is often referred to as ‘Top & Tail’ adverts.

Please note that Advert Manager v3 can only schedule one ‘Top & Tail’ advert per break and once that position has been filled in a break, other ‘Top & Tail’ adverts will not be able to be scheduled into that break unless you are using the Force Any Remaining Non-Scheduled Adverts Into Best Case Breaks’ option (on the Schedule window) in which case on the ‘Top’ of the advert will be scheduled and the ‘Tail’ will be discarded.

Next take a look at the Contact section. This replaces the old ‘Client Reference’ field on the Advert.
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You can select either an existing Contact or add a new Contact using the buttons to the right.

The Play Tab

Now let’s look at the ‘Plays’ tab which determines the date range and the times in which the Advert will be scheduled.
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The example above shows a typical Advert Manager v2 scenario with the Advert being played ‘1’ time each hour between 7am and 5pm (17:00) with a set ‘Date’ range.

But Advert Manager v3 introduces an alternative method known as ‘Band’ scheduling. Take a look at the picture below.
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In this scenario, the Advert will be played once an hour between 7am and 10am (inclusive) but we are also using Bands ‘A’ & ‘B’ to schedule the Advert to play elsewhere in the day. As you can see, Band ‘A’ only covers from 14:00 to 17:00 inclusive but the Advert has been requested to play twice in Band A (see columns A,B,C & D) so Advert Manager will schedule the Advert to play twice between the hours of 14:00 and 17:00. Band B is split between the midnight to 2am hours and 20:00 to 23:00 hours. The Band ‘B’ column shows us that Advert Manager should schedule the Advert 4 times within the Band B hours.

This more advanced method of scheduling provides you with greater flexibility in selling adverts as you can Schedule campaigns where the advert is played once during breakfast, once during drive, a couple of times during the day and several time through the night.
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There are a up to four Bands that you can use on a daily basis (A,B,C,D) as well as using 1-9 for specific amounts of plays in a given hour.

The Collisions Tab
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Collisions work the same way that they did under Advert Manager v2. Soft Collisions will be avoided at schedule time but will be allowed if need be. Hard Collision may prevent an Advert from scheduling unless you use the ‘Force All Adverts’ option on the Schedule window in which case, all Adverts will be scheduled even if they collide. This will also force unscheduled  ‘Top & Tail’ adverts to be scheduled in the middle of the breaks with only the ‘Top’ section of the Advert played.
You can tick multiple Hard and Soft Collisions for each Advert.
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You can also set whether the Advert can be repeated within a single Advert Break and also whether other Adverts by the Contact can be played in the same break.

The Notes Tab
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The Notes tab allows you to add text notes to the Advert. You can use these notes in any way you wish.

The History Tab
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The History tab allows you to see a play history for the Advert you are working on. This should not be confused with a Schedule History, this is the actual history of when the Advert has been played by Myriad.

This obviously means that you can only get the Play History up to (and including) the current day.

To view the Play History, set the time and date range and then click on the ‘Display Cart Play History’ button.
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The resulting list can be printed or saved as a Reconciliation file or a CSV text file.
Adding An Advert
To add a new Advert, click on the Add Advert option on the Adverts tab.
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This will open up a blank Advert window which can be filled in as detailed above.
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Scheduling Adverts

As with the previous version of Advert Manager, you need to have scheduled the general content in AutoTrack or AutoTrack Pro before you can schedule the Adverts. This is for the simple reason that Advert Manger needs to know how many Advert Breaks there are in each hour in order to know where to schedule the Adverts.

To begin Advert Scheduling, click on the Schedule Adverts button or the Schedule Adverts option on the Adverts tab.
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This will open the Schedule Adverts window.
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Ths first thing that it does is scan the Myriad Station Database looking for the date range of Myriad Log available (so what has been generated by AutoTrack  or AutoTrack Pro).
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This information is displayed at the top of the window.

You can then select the ‘From’ and ‘To’ dates to select the start and end dates for the period you want to schedule Adverts for.

You can also select the ‘Force Any Remaining Non-Scheduled Adverts Into Best Case Breaks’ option if you want Advert Manager to override Hard Collisions.

The ‘Create Diagnostics’ option keeps a detailed log of the schedule process but also slows things down a lot so is only recommended if you are having problems.

Once you are happy, click on the Schedule button.
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The schedule process may take a several minutes but you get a similar progress updates screen to the one found in AutoTrack. Once it has finished, you will see a brief summary.
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There is also a simple error log that reports under running hours and other potential problems.
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Summary

The Advert Manager remains a very simple tool and is not intended for heavy commercial use but we have tried to incorporate some of the ideas suggested by customers on the forum. 
If Advert Manager does not meet your Advert Scheduling requirements then Myriad is also compatible with several leading Traffic systems including Broadnet and GES.
